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Animal Wellness Action, along with.its affiliates the Center for a Hum

e Economy

and the Animal Wellness Foundation, work to prevent cruelty to all animals,

taking on the animal-use sectons,{hat threaten to do the most harm‘to animals.
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Animal Wellness Action is redefining the national agenda for animal welfare with new ideas and policy propos-
als and breathing life into these ideas. It works both to develop and advance new policies to help animals and

to promote enforcement of the laws already on the books.

Our broad reach is unique and effective because it pulls at the very roots of animal cruelty before it can happen,
thus stemming the flow of individual animals in dire need of rescue. Together, we can save animals before they
get into a situation of distress; these are systematic changes that can ultimately help millions, if not billions of

animals.

@ We shut down Wisconsin’s fall wolf hunting, hounding and trapping
season. In a year of assaults on wolves this was easily the biggest
win, sparing hundreds of wolves extreme cruelty and restoring pro-
tections for wolves across their range in the Upper Midwest — their
major stronghold in the lower 48 states.

@ We established, first through the Congress and then the Courts, that
cockfighting is banned on every inch of U.S. soil. It’s a rare event
when the nation enacts wholesale prohibitions on a widespread,
lucrative form of animal exploitation. This is an incredible moment in
our campaign.

@ We launched a campaign to ban mink factory farms throughout the
world, grounded on the most comprehensive treatment of the topic
in the era of zoonotic diseases and SARS-CoV-2, establish that this
industry is not just a threat to the wild mink but to all of humanity.

@ We launched the nation’s most sweeping important new legislative
legislation to end the government mandate of using animals in drug
testing. Millions of animals — including tens of thousands of beagles
and primates caught from the wild — are tormented in tests conducted
by pharmaceutical companies, academic institutions, and government
agencies.

@ We pushed back against a miserable idea by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s to ban imports of dogs from 113 countries,
including from rescue organizations and pets from our uniformed and
civilian personnel overseas.

@ We’ve expanded the footprint of our Kangaroos Are Not Shoes
campaign, shaping now a global movement in Australia, Europe,
and North America to get Nike, Adidas, and other athletic wear
companies to stop sourcing kangaroo skins for their soccer cleats.
An estimated 2 million kangaroos in the wild are killed by govern-
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ment-sanctioned hunters in Australia for the shoe companies and for
other end users. Those markets drive the world’s largest commercial
wildlife slaughter.

We have remade the legislative agenda in the United States, initiat-
ing new reforms to protect wild horses and burros, ban the trade in
kangaroo parts, halt the trade in bear gall bladders and bile, create
a new Animal Cruelty Crimes section at the Department of Justice,
modernize testing for drug development by eliminating a federal
animal testing mandate, ban lead ammunition on national wildlife
refuges, end greyhound racing in the United States, halt the use of
gestation crates in American agriculture, and more.

We helped secure a record-breaking $2,009,000 for enforcement

of the Horse Protection Act, fiscal year 2021, and lobbied for
$3,040,000 in the near future. Until last year, federal funding for the
HPA had never exceeded $705,000 for a single fiscal year. We made
this funding a top priority in our battle to end “soring” — the inten-
tional infliction of pain to horses’ front limbs to induce an artificial
high-step gait known as the “big lick” that’s prized at Tennessee
Walking Horse shows in the Southeastern U.S. The larger equine
community and animal protection world has long recognized that a
lack of HPA funding for enforcement has contributed to the soring
events that run rampant, especially in Tennessee and Kentucky. Our
lobbying efforts are built on a collaboration with leaders in the Ten-
nessee Walking Horse industry and Members of the Tennessee and
Kentucky Congressional Delegations who have conceded that soring
must end.

We worked every day to enforce our anti-cruelty laws, investigating
animal fighting crimes and providing information to authorities to
arrest perpetrators, holding the horse-racing industry accountable
when it comes to race-day doping, and taking off after roadside zoos
that put big cats and other wildlife at risk.



https://www.onegreenplanet.org/animalsandnature/minks-are-superspreaders-act-takes-center-stage-in-washington/?emci=1335beae-3367-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=

RESHAPING
NATIONAL LEGISL?&

At this crucial time on our planet Earth, we all are called to define our role as humans. I strongly believe that we do not
Mal have the right to use and abuse other species for our own gain in any way. Nature knows how to be in balance, only i
we humans are destroying that balance, we are digging our own grave with our endless needs and misconceptions.
This organization, Center for a Humane Economy and Animal Wellness Action, is a bright light in dark times, to show
us alternatives and solutions into a more sustainable and fairer future, by investigating, highlighting, acting and teach-
ing in many different ways. It is urgent and crucial to protect and rescue animals from unhealthy, desperate and cruel
situations and help us humans to understand a deeper role as stewards of all life, including ourselves, on this planet.
Their mission is urgently needed and worthy, | feel called to share and support their efforts, | am very grateful for their
expertise and to be part of their work on behalf of all sentient beings, who make up the fabric of our existence here on
Earth.” - Claudia Miller, donor to Animal Wellness Action and life-long animal advocate (Austin, TX)

At the center of our work is our effort to put new reforms into play in Congress, taking on the biggest forms of
animal exploitation and prescribing legislative solutions. In 2021, Animal Wellness Action worked to introduce
or prepared for introduction, 10 new bills in Congress, redefining the national agenda for animal welfare with
these offerings. There’s never been this kind of surge in new ideas and new policy proposals at the federal level.

This work is in addition to our work to promote the adoption of existing policy reforms, such as banning the trade
in big cats as pets, ending the slaughter of American horses throughout North America for human consumption,
banning the sale of shark fins, cracking down on puppy mills, and ending the intentional injuring of the front legs
and feet of Tennessee Walking Horses — a practice known as horse “soring.”

I am so proud to support AWA! | join you in your support of the FDA Modernization Act. It is crucial that we end the tor-
ture of all laboratory-tested animals and that we also end the breeding of the animals who are used for this purpose!

AWA has brought me a tremendous amount of knowledge in this area, so I will also continue to fight with you. Your
efforts not only to save the Beagles, but to end all animal cruelty are why | choose to support AWA.

Thank you for all you do! Cindi Scharr, sustaining donor to Animal Wellness Action (Yorba Linda, CA)

animal wellness action - annual report 2021



10 NEW POLICY REFORMS FROM AWA
DELIVER EXCITEMENT, ENERGY IN NEW CONGRESS

The FDA Modernization Act, an
element within our Modernize Testing
campaign to move away from animal
testing for new drug development

On April 22, Animal Wellness Action and
its sister organizations, the Center for a
Humane Economy and the Animal Well-
ness Foundation, along with the Michelson
Center for Public Policy, and other affil-
iated organizations worked with Repre-
sentatives Vern Buchanan, R-Fla., Elaine
Luria, D-Virg. Nancy Mace, R-S.C., Mikie
Sherrill, D-N.J., and Brendan Boyle, D-Pa to introduce
the FDA Modernization Act. H.R. 2565 and S. 2952
that would lift requirements for animal testing for any
new drug. Halting the unnecessary and painful use of
animals for testing pharmaceuticals is one of our top
priorities and this bipartisan bill would lift an outdat-
ed government mandate on animal testing for all new
drug development protocols. Animal testing for drug
development is by far the largest contributor to animal
testing overall, with millions of animals being test-

ed, tormented, and tortured each year, including tens
of thousands of Beagles and primates, many captured
from the wild. In October, we followed up with similar
legislation in the Senate, with Rand Paul, R-Ky., Cory
Booker, D-N.J., Mike Braun, R-Ind., Ben Ray Lujan,
D-N.M., and John Kennedy, R-La., introducing a com-
panion measure and signaling that animal testing for
drug development was to become front and center on
the national animal welfare agenda.

Our work to secure support among Democrats and Re-
publicans reminded everyone that animal welfare and
national drug development policies are not partisan
initiatives, but a positive maneuver designed to help
animals, industry, and patients. Eliminating a govern-
ment mandate for animal testing that had been in place
since the Depression era would not just be good for
animals, but also drug pricing, delivery to patients,
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and reliability and safety. Indeed, the onerous require-
ment on drug developers to do extensive animal testing
is slowing down drug development and inflating pric-
es, with capital investments of $1 billion to $6 billion
required for a single new drug. This price of entry also
means that drug developers will rarely pursue treat-
ments or cures for thousands of minor diseases.

Human-relevant and cell-based assays, organs-on-
a-chip, human-on-a-chip models, and sophisticated
computer modeling are far superior to animal tests in
predicting human responses to drugs. Between 90% and
95% of drugs found safe in nonclinical tests fail during
human clinical trials. In-vitro testing methods are 1.5-
to-30 times less expensive than animal tests, and their
use could bring new drugs to market in half the time.

Our work to secure support among Democrats
and Republicans reminded everyone that
animal welfare and national drug development
policies are not partisan initiatives, but a
positive maneuver designed to help animals,

industry, and patients.



https://www.floridadaily.com/vern-buchanan-wants-to-end-fda-requirement-to-test-drugs-on-animals/
https://www.floridadaily.com/vern-buchanan-wants-to-end-fda-requirement-to-test-drugs-on-animals/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/2565/titles?r=20&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2952?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S.+2952%22%2C%22S.%22%2C%222952%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=2

By the end of the year, we had built a coalition of 150
organizations and corporations, including the dozens of
patient advocacy groups, medical associations, biotech
and pharmaceutical companies, and animal welfare

MINKS Are Supespreaders Act, as a feature of
our ReThink Mink campaign to eliminate mink
farming in the U.S.

AWA and its partners shined a bright spotlight on the
tremendous health risks and abject cruelty of mink
farms. Early in the year, AWA and the Center for a Hu-
mane Economy released an exhaustive academic review
by Jim Keen, D.V.M., Ph.D., our new director of veter-
inary sciences, that exposed the cruelty and contagion
associated with mink farming.

That report was an antecedent to the introduction of

the MINKS Are Superspreaders Act, H.R. 4310, by
Representatives Rosa DelLauro, D-Conn., Nancy Mace,
R-S.C., and other lawmakers evenly divided by political
party. This legislation would rapidly phase out mink
farming in the United States.

“If SARS-CoV-2 could design its perfect habitat, it
might closely resemble a mink ranch: a highly stressed,
immuno-suppressed inbred host with thousands of other
mink kept in very small cages,” noted Dr. Keen in his
landmark report.
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groups. Our goal is to hitch the measure onto

a must-pass bill to fund nearly half of FDA’s
budget, with that legislation set to wrap up by the
end of summer 2022. If we succeed, it will be
the biggest, most important gain at the national
policy level since the Laboratory Animal Welfare
Act of 1966.

We are in a sound position to get this bill across
the finish line in 2022, given its broad bipartisan
support. The FDA Modernization Act would end
enormous suffering that is pointless when there
are many alternatives, including computer modeling for
safe and effective drugs.
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Mink are the only non-human species documented to
have spilled the virus to people. Mink farms in Europe
and the United States have spawned five COVID-19
variants that spilled over to people (Cluster 5 in Den-
mark and Netherland, Marseille-4 in France, N501T in
Michigan, Y453F in Poland, and unreported mutations
in Latvia.) Mink farm variants uniquely threaten human
health and the global economy.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4310/text?r=7&s=1
https://animalwellnessaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Mink-Farming-SARS-CoV-2-by-Jim-Keen-DVM-PhD.pdf

Indeed, a massive worldwide SARS-CoV-2 epidemic
in farmed mink has paralleled the human COVID-19
pandemic, with outbreaks on at least 450 mink farms in
13 countries in Europe, Canada, and the United States,
spawning four variants, with the latest one confirmed
in an April 2022 peer-reviewed paper focused on pro-
gression in Poland. The virus infected one-third of the
United States’ 60 or so mink farms (down from more
than 7,000 a half-century ago).

The COVID-19 outbreaks at U.S. mink farms are
likely undercounted because of deficient U.S. gov-
ernment oversight and a failure to focus on zoonotic
disease prevention. The U.S. has no active or manda-
tory COVID-19 surveillance or testing of mink farms
or farmers by federal (CDC, USDA) or state agencies
charged with pro-
tecting the public’s
health nor manda-
tory mink culls on
infected farms nor
mink-isolate genetic
sequencing.

The World Health
Organization, World
Organization for
Animal Health, and
Food and Agricul-
ture Organization
conducted a qualita-
tive risk assessment
(QRA) for the 36 na-
tions that raise mink,
estimating the likelihood of a hazard (ranging from
impossible to certain) with the severity of its conse-
quences (from negligible to catastrophic). Based on that
QRA in 2021, the U.S. and Canada are the “highest risk
countries in the world” for SARS-CoV-2 spread from
(1) farmed mink-to-farmed mink; (2) farmed mink-to-
humans; and (3) farmed mink-to-wildlife, an unwanted
public health risk “trifecta.”

As highly aggressive and territorial predators, captive
mink often injure, kill, and even cannibalize weaker
cagemates. Because of stress-related susceptibility to
infectious diseases (especially respiratory) from captiv-
ity, inbreeding to produce an array of coat colors, dense
overcrowding, unsanitary conditions, a poor-quality
diet of slaughterhouse offal, mink on farms are highly
vulnerable to the spread of SARS-CoV-2.

Mink are the only animal with a large potential wild
animal reservoir for COVID (i.e. the millions of wild or
feral mink in the Northern hemisphere. Captive mink,
who are escape artists, can infect wild populations,
creating an ineradicable source of SARS-CoV-2. just

as rabies, plague, and brucellosis have taken permanent
hold in wildlife populations in the United States.

If our country does not ban mink farming, it has the
potential to surge, compounding the viral risks in the
homeland. Denmark, which was the world’s top produc-
er, killed all 17 million mink and has effectively closed
out mink farming. The fourth largest producer, the
Netherlands, shut down mink farming in March 2021.
Ireland recently banned mink farming, and a provincial
court has preliminarily sided with the British Columbia
government’s pub-
lic-health rationale
in banning mink
farming.

The US mink indus-
try generated 1.4
million pelts (5% of
global production)
at a farmgate value
of just $47.4 million
in 2020 (with costs
exceeding revenues
by millions, and with
state and federal
subsidies keeping
the small number of
farms afloat). It makes little sense to keep afloat a dy-
ing, subsidized mink industry that threatens human and
wildlife health for a luxury fashion item that Americans
do not want. It is entirely an export market, with nearly
all pelts sold to high-end consumers in China. China’s
elites get the coats and they outsource the viral risk to
our homeland.

The COVID-19 outbreaks at U.S. mink
farms are likely undercounted because of
deficient U.S. government oversight and a
failure to focus on zoonotic disease pre-

vention.
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Kangaroo Protection Act, as a cog in our
‘Kangaroos Are Not Shoes’ campaign

We expanded our call for action on our “Kangaroos Are
Not Shoes” campaign in 2021 with a push for the Kanga-
roo Protection Act, H.R. 917, which would halt any trade
in the United States in kangaroo parts, as a way of getting
Nike, Adidas, and other athletic shoe companies to stop us-
ing these skins in their products. These companies already
have endless numbers of shoe models made from non-ani-
mal fabrics and fibers, and there’s just no reasons to source
skins of wildlife taken from their native habitats.

Commercial shooters kill 2 million kangaroos a year, main-
ly for material for athletic shoe companies: it’s the largest
mammalian slaughter in the world. This year, we launched
a campaign in Europe with 14 major European-based
organizations to promote an EU-wide ban on kangaroo
parts. The organizations are each promoting a 60-second
film showing, in reverse chronology, how a kangaroo ends
up becoming part of a shoe in a soccer match. We also sent
a May 10 letter to John Donahoe, Nike CEO, with 62,167
names, telling him in part:

“To be clear, kangaroo leather soccer cleats drive the
world’s largest commercial wildlife slaughter. This fact viti-
ates Nike’s pledge to its customers to adhere to principles
of corporate responsibility and sustainability in its sourcing
practices.”

The Pigs in Gestation Stalls Act, as part of our
Cage-Free Future campaign

Thanks in large part to our work, 10 states and more than 60
American food retailers now have policies against gestation
crates — a metal enclosure in which a pregnant pig is kept
without bedding or space to move. But the industry is fight-
ing every step of the way and we are fighting for the Pigs in
Gestation States (PIGS) Act, H.R. 7004 to ban the use of
gestation crates.

The Pigs in
Gestation Stalls
(PIGS) Act bans
keeping breeding
SOWS in crates or
cages SO narrow
that the animals
cannot even turn
around. It sets a
minimum space
allotment for a
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The kangaroo kill is 10 times bigger than the notorious
Canadian seal hunt. The United States bans imports of the
pelts, and, for reasons related to cruelty to animals, we
don’t allow trade in harpooned whales killed by Norwe-
gian vessels or slain dolphins rounded up in Japan’s drive
fisheries.

Our major investigations and enforcement work continues
in California to dry up any sales of kangaroo-based shoes,
in our attempt to bifurcate the U.S. market for Nike and
eventually to close it entirely to soccer cleats made from
kangaroos.

breeding sow to have 24 square feet of living space, which
matches the standard in California’s law that requires that
space allotment for production and sale of pork within the
the state. The measure also allows for $10 million a year for
assistance to pig farmers for improvements in their housing
systems to conform, taking the money from the hundreds
of millions raised through the National Pork Check-Off
program that was constituted to benefit farmers. The mea-
sure is endorsed by rank-and-file pig farmers that know that
good husbandry requires giving animals sufficient space

to move, including Niman Ranch, which includes 600 pig
producers in the Midwest network of producers.

This legislation comes as the pork industry and its allies
challenge the constitutionality of Proposition 12 in Cal-
ifornia that bans the sale of pork in the state, no matter
where production occurred. If the pork industry succeeds,
it threatens to weaken state authority to restrict commerce
based on animal welfare and public health standards.
That’s why we are fighting in state and federal court to
protect Prop 12.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/917?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+917%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnMVSzO1rgM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnMVSzO1rgM
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/7004/text

The Animal Cruelty Enforcement Act, as part of
our Justice for Animals campaign

Congress has passed the Preventing Animal Cruelty and
Torture (PACT) Act, the Parity in Animal Cruelty Enforce-
ment Act (federal ban on animal fighting), the Pet and
Women Safety (PAWS) Act, the Horse Protection Act, the
Crush Video law, and Dog and Cat Meat Protection Act,
among other federal anti-cruelty laws. The Congress passed
these laws so that these forms of animal exploitation would
cease.

The Animal Cruelty Enforcement Act, H.R. 1016, aims
to do that very thing by creating an Animal Cruelty Crimes
section at the U.S. Department of Justice. We know that
violence against animals is often a precursor to other forms
of social violence and criminal conduct. That relationship is
particularly strong in domestic settings, where animal abuse
is often entangled with spousal, child, and elder abuse.
Witnessing acts of cruelty can result in either adopting the
violent behavior (through modeling) or induce emotional
trauma. The link may also be evident in more organized
forms of animal exploitation, such as staged animal fight-
ing. In these settings, participants may become desensitized
to the suffering of animals, manifesting other dangerous
social behaviors.

Bear Poaching Elimination Act, as part of No
Trafficking of Wildlife campaign

So-called bear “farmers” in Chi-
na, South Korea and Vietnam are
keeping wild bears caged in con-
crete pits to “milk” them for their
bile used in Asian medicines.
Bears are starved, dehydrated and
squeezed into tiny cages where it
is easy for humans to extract their
bile. It’s an unbelievably horrific
practice that needs to stop, and
that’s why we pushed for the
introduction of the Bear Poach-
ing Elimination Act, S.3472, and the Bear Protection Act,
H.R. 2325 to ban the trade in bear gall bladders and bile.

It addresses two problems: 1) thousands of bears in Asia are
cruelly confined in small cages while bile is extracted from
their gallbladders to be used in cosmetics and Chinese med-
icine, and 2) and in the U.S., federal and state officials have
revealed that poachers kill American bears for their viscera,
putting species at risk and causing inhumane treatment to
supply this illicit market.
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Still, in the 21st
century, there are
disturbing acts of
animal cruelty that
occur every day,
with many forms
of cruelty of an
interstate or inter-
national scale and
often built around the use of the internet and other interstate
instrumentalities. Animal Wellness Action and the Animal
Wellness Foundation conducted investigations and found
large-scale fighting operations and also trafficking of hun-
dreds of thousands of animals for fighting across state, ter-
ritorial, and national lines. While cockfighters stage illegal
animal combat throughout the U.S. — at dozens of arenas in
Puerto Rico and at facilities from Kentucky to Oklahoma

to Alabama — America is also the cockfighting breeding
ground to the world, with Mexico and the Philippines key
destinations for the trafficking of fighting animals.

This bill starts to shift enforcement responsibilities from
the agency with built-in conflicts (the U.S. Department of
Agriculture) to a more neutral one that can mete out justice
when deserved. We are pushing for millions in new dollars
for enforcement and implementation for all the federal laws
for animals.

Bear bile, according to Animals Asia, is marketed as a cure
for cancer, colds, hangovers, and a range of other ailments
with little evidence that they meaningfully address these
problems. In 2022, the Chinese Ministry of Health an-
nounced that bear bile was an acceptable palliative treat-
ment for COVID-19. This could have devastating impacts
on bears throughout the world, including in North America,
if there were a surge in COVID-19 cases there. There are
more than 50 herbal alternatives and many inexpensive
synthetic alternatives to bear bile that are widely used and
accepted. Of course, there are widely accepted vaccines and
treatments for COVID-19.

China has more “bear farms” than any other nation, with
the bears kept in pits and bile harvested from them with no
pain-killing agents. While they are still present in signif-
icant numbers, they are in decline and that diminishing
output of bile from the farms will result in great demand of
bile from wild bears. South Korea is phasing out its bear
farms, and there are efforts to halt the trade in Vietnam, too.
As bear farming wanes, there could be a supply-side shift to
North America with its relatively abundant bear
populations.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3472?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Bear+Poaching+Elimination+Act%22%2C%22Bear%22%2C%22Poaching%22%2C%22Elimination%22%2C%22Act%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1016?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Animal+Cruelty+Enforcement+Act+H.R.+1016%22%2C%22Animal%22%2C%22Cruelty%22%2C%22Enforcement%22%2C%22Act%22%2C%22H.R.%22%2C%221016%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1

Lead Endangers Animal Daily (LEAD) Act, as
part of our Get the Lead Out of Hunting campaign

It has been commonly understood for thousands of years
that lead is a deadly toxin. Yet it’s only in recent decades
that we’ve taken it out of gasoline, paint, and other sub-
stances. The lingering effects of lead pipes still pose haz-
ards for communities, as we have seen in the devastating
water crisis in Flint, and the larger debate over crumbling
infrastructure in the United States. It is the sensible and
conservative move to get lead out of wildlife management,

especially now that there are ready alternatives available in
the marketplace for every single hunter and fisherman.

The Greyhound Protection Act, as part of our
Ending Greyhound Racing campaign

Greyhound racing has been in
steep decline, with only three
states conducting live racing,
and two are set to cease those
operations by 2022. We want
to finish the job with national
legislation — the Greyhound
Protection Act — to ban grey-
hound racing in the United
States. This spring, we worked
with Congressional allies and
GREY2K USA to introduce
the Greyhound Protection
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That’s why we worked with our allies to introduce the
Lead Endangers Animals Daily (LEAD) Act, H.R. 405
and S. 4157 to ban the use of lead ammunition on National
Wildlife Refuges.

Scientists have published a range of peer-reviewed studies
demonstrating that lead is a long-lasting toxic metal that
is unsafe for humans and wildlife, killing millions of wild
animals a year, diminishing game populations, and put-
ting hunting families at risk. In 1991, the Service banned
toxic lead ammunition for waterfowl hunting, producing

a conservation and animal welfare success story. Within
10 years, researchers found significant improvements in
the blood and bone lead levels in a variety of waterfowl
species. The use of nontoxic shot reduced the mortality of
mallards by 64 percent and saved approximately 1.4 million
ducks in a single fall flight.

Despite its known toxicity, lead-based ammunition is the
single largest source of unregulated lead knowingly dis-
charged into our lands and water. Additionally, an estimat-
ed more than 4,000 tons of lead fishing sinkers are lost to
the environment annually in the United States. More than
130 species — including humans — are exposed to toxic lead
shot, bullet fragments, fishing tackle, or prey contaminated
with spent lead ammunition. , Animals consume spent lead
ammunition or lead fishing tackle by foraging spent lead
shot from the ground, feeding on the remains of lead-con-
taminated gut piles, scavenging the remains of animals that
were shot with lead ammunition and left behind, or directly
ingesting lead sinkers and jigs.

Act, H.R. 3335, in the U.S.
House of Representatives,

led by Reps. Tony Cardenas,
D-Calif., Mike Waltz, R-Fla.,
Steve Cohen, D-Tenn., Elvira
Salazar, R-Fla., Stephanie
Murphy, D-Fla., and Brian
Fitzpatrick. We remain opti-
mistic that just as we worked
to close out legal cockfighting
through a combination of state
and federal legislative action,
this will happen.



https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3335
https://www.fedcenter.gov/Articles/index.cfm?id=36505

Restore our American Mustangs Act, as a A new approach is desperately overdue, one that reimagines
pathway to protect our livin g symbols of the role these creatures play on our public rangelands.

freed.om al"ld the fromfler Splr"}’ as part (.)f our A revamped Restoring Our American Mustangs (ROAM)
keepmg Wild Horses in the Wild campaign Act will amend the Wild Free Roaming Horse and Burro

America’s wild horses and burros occupy a
special place in the American consciousness
and culture. Despite the presence of a federal
law to protect them (the Wild and Free-Roam-
ing Horses and Burros Act), the federal gov-
ernment has played a central role in subjecting
the animals to harsh treatment and unyielding
roundups and removal from our public lands,
at great expense to taxpayers.

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is
managing horses and burros like run-away
cattle populations. The agency has turned to
helicopter roundups as its preferred tool for
managing populations on the range, gathering
up horses and burros and in the process injur-
ing and killing the animals, orphaning foals,
and severing family bands.

In May 2021, the New York Times reported that BLM is
paying people $1,000 to bring in a horse or burro through
its Adoption Incentive Program (AIP) and that some
“adopters are pocketing the money and selling the animals
to slaughter — double-dipping and undercutting federal law.

Act to keep horses on the range, put robust fertility control
programs to work in the field, limit round-ups for the health
of the horses and burros and their habitats, and scale down
the expensive leasing and feeding programs that are now
consuming two-thirds of the BLM’s budget.

Opportunities for Fairness in Farming, as part
of our Breaking Up Big Agriculture campaign

We worked this year with leading Senators — U.S.
Sens. Mike Lee, R-Utah, Cory Booker, D-N.J.,
Rand Paul, R-Ky., Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., and
Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y. — to reintroduce the
Opportunities for Fairness in Farming (OFF)
Act, H.R. 4291 and S. 2861, designed to reform and
bring accountability and transparency to the US-
DA’s Commodity Checkoff Programs. The check-
off programs for dairy, pork, and beef generate
more than $500 million a year as a slush fund for
industrialized animal agriculture, and the programs
have long been plagued by misappropriation of
funds, lack of transparency, and misdirection of
farmer and rancher tax dollars.
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https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/117/hr4291
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2861?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Opportunities+for+Fairness+in+Farming+Act+S.+2861%22%2C%22Opportunities%22%2C%22for%22%2C%22Fairness%22%2C%22in%22%2C%22Farming%22%2C%22Act%22%2C%22S.%22%2C%222861%22%5D%7D&s=9&r=1

GETTING OTHER CRUCIAL
REEORMS OVER THE FINISH LINE

No Big Cats as Pets:

Commercial cub petting in
U.S. on the brink.

It was a tough year for
roadside zoos exploiting
big cats as pets. Major cub
petting operators and exhib-
itors were shut down, with
federal law enforcement
watching over Joe Exotic in
prison and federal and state
actions taken against other
big commercial cub petting
operators in the nation, in-
cluding actions against Jeff
Lowe in Oklahoma, Tim
Stark in Indiana, and “Doc”
Antle in South Carolina.
The Big Cat Public Safety
Act has nearly 300 cospon-
sors and is poised for suc-
cess in 2022.

In the Stable — Not on
the Table:

U.S. House passes
anti-horse-slaughter
measure, but Senate fails
to act even though a
majority of lawmakers
favor the ban.

The House, for the first
time in more than a decade,
passed a ban on the ship-
ment of horses to Canada
and Mexico for slaughter
with no vocal opposition.
The Senate did not pick
up the amendment, but we
have cemented support on
this issue to set us up for
success in the near future.
The House and Senate bills
have strong bipartisan sup-
port and supermajorities of
lawmakers favoring them.
We’ll be working to secure
votes in both chambers in
2022.
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Banning the Shark Fin
Trade.

Congress poised to build
on shark finning ban in
U.S. by banning the trade
in shark fins themselves.

A key Senate committee
passed a shark fin ban, giv-
ing us a very real opportuni-
ty to pass this legislation in
2022 and get it signed into
law. Some experts estimate
that commercial operators
kill as many as 70 million
sharks a year for their fins to
supply the demand for shark
fin soup, mainly in China.

We also had winning
amendments to challenge
CDC’s ban on dog imports
(including rescues) from
113 nations, including Chi-
na where there is a robust
effort to save dogs destined
for the meat trade.

The PAWS for Veterans
Therapy Act, as part
of our Human-Animal
Bond campaign.

We understand the power
of animals to heal and help.

At AWA and our closest af-
filiates, our slogan is “Help-
ing Animals Helps Us All,”
and the Puppies Assisting
Wounded Servicemembers
(PAWS) for Veterans Ther-
apy Act is a perfect exam-
ple of how we’re working
to provide policy solutions
that help both animals and
humans alike. Signed into
law in August — the seventh
animal law enacted with
AWA’s help since the orga-
nization’s inception in 2018
— the measure provides op-
portunities for dogs and
veterans to be paired in an
effort to heal both abused
animals and veterans with
PTSD and other disorders.



https://harnesslink.com/usa/national-anti-horse-slaughter-bill-passes-house/?emci=1335beae-3367-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=

ENFORCING THE LAWS

.a‘,i'r

In 2021, the federal courts delivered a series of rulings — with AWA,
o : AWEF, and the Center in the thick of them — that affirm the authority of

- o the United States to ban cockfighting in the territories, eliminating any
End COCkflghtmg ambiguity about our nation’s total ban on staged animal fights. The U.S.
Case closed on cockfighting in  Court of Appeals for both the First Circuit and the Ninth Circuit each
America in 2021. rendered opinions in 2021, affirming that cockfighting is illegal in Guam
and Puerto Rico. The U.S. Supreme Court in October denied a challenge
from Puerto Rico’s cockfighting community and the Commonwealth’s
political leadership, cementing the rulings of the appellate court judge.
Meanwhile, AWA investigations continued in California, New Mexico,
and North Carolina, while ongoing investigations in Alabama, Guam,
and Oklahoma yielded exposés in the media. With information gleaned
from one of those investigations, a grand jury indicted, and the federal
government arrested one of our top targets, Brent Easterling of Alabama,
and six of his family members, after AWA provided a dossier on him in
2020. To build capacity to combat cruelty, a key Senate Committee called
for the creation of an Animal Cruelty Crimes section at the Department
of Justice to crack down on animal fighting, while dozens of lawmakers
wrote to the U.S. Postal Service and told the agency to crack down on
shipments of live animals for fighting through the mail.
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https://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/story/news/crime/2021/12/10/federal-charges-levied-chilton-county-cockfighting-ring/8851469002/?emci=1335beae-3367-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://www.postguam.com/news/local/animal-rights-group-calls-on-cockfighting-organizers-to-unwind-their-illegal-plan/article_4af6c7b6-5f02-11ec-ac26-471d794a26de.html?emci=1335beae-3367-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ynAStjhrCo

A lawsuit initiated by AWA and its affiliates shut down Wisconsin’s

fall and winter hunting season, which was to include the use of packs

. of dogs, neck snares, and leghold traps and would have claimed a large
Savmg Wolves portion of the state’s surviving wolves. Our dramatic win in a Wiscon-
A high-impact legal maneuver in sin court spared the direct killing — with packs of dogs, neck snares,
Wisconsin delivers an essential  night hunts — hundreds of wolves. The win restored temporary pro-
shield for wolves as several tections for wolves in the Great Lakes region from trophy hunters and
states declared war on wolves.  trappers. Along with the decisions of governors in Michigan and Min-
nesota who decided not to open hunting seasons after federal de-listing,
this was the best news of the year for wolves. Wolves faced an ongoing
massacre in Idaho and Montana, and we have pleadings before the Inte-
rior Secretary to intervene.

. At the end of 2020, and throughout 2021, several major jurisdictions
banned mink farming, including British Columbia, France, and the Neth-
) ] . erlands. Italy also took action, and this came on the heels of Denmark’s
Rethink Mink shutdown of the largest mink farming sector in the world. The EU is

Policy makers and health gearing up to ban all fur farming. This has been our moment to dramati-

policy experts shutter nearly cally shrink this industry globally.

half of global mink production, o ’
as U.S. dithers. AWA'’s Jim Keen, D.V.M., PhD., authored the world’s most comprehen-

sive and authoritative report on mink farming and SARS-CoV-2. It was
released in concert with bipartisan legislation in the Congress to ban mink
farming in the U.S. — the MINKS Are Superspreaders Act.

Our campaign, which included a viral video depicting the connection
between Nike and Adidas soccer cleats and the killing of two million kan-
garoos annually, has gone global. We’ve strengthened the European and
Kangaroos Are Not Australian movements to confront the largest terrestrial wildlife slaughter
Shoe S in the world. At home, we worked to enforce California’s ban on the sale
of kangaroo products, shutting down sales at stores throughout the state,
while we press for Congress to extend the California ban nationwide. Our
study of European soccer championships revealed that synthetic shoes
outperformed kangaroo skins by a country mile — proving there’s no prac-
tical need for the systemic, commercial slaughter of Australia’s global
symbol.

Global effort to stop trade
in kangaroo skins gains
momentum
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https://www.duluthnewstribune.com/sports/northland-outdoors/animal-protection-group-offers-10k-reward-to-hold-wisconsin-wolf-poachers-accountable?emci=1335beae-3367-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://www.totallyveganbuzz.com/news/british-columbia-is-phasing-out-its-fur-farming-industry/?emci=1335beae-3367-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://www.onegreenplanet.org/animalsandnature/minks-are-superspreaders-act-takes-center-stage-in-washington/?emci=1335beae-3367-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-04-08/us-ban-commercial-shooting-kangaroo-leather-football-boots/100050994?emci=1335beae-3367-ec11-94f6-0050f2e65e9b&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=

Calling for “the ending of certain inhumane and irresponsible practices
that greatly harm the reputation of South Africa and the position of South
; ) Africa as a leader in conservation,” South Africa’s top environment offi-
Tourism Without cial announced recommendations to end trophy hunting of captive lions
Trophy Hunti ng and commercial cub petting in the nation’s hundreds of lion farms, which
may contain more than 12,000 lions collectively. A major national panel
affirmed the recommendations. The challenged in 2022 and beyond is to
hold onto these policy recommendations and to see that they are put into

Major pledges in South Africa
to stop canned lion hunts

practice.

It’s high time to recognize the rightful place of horses on our Western
i - lands, restrict roundups to emergency circumstances, and use fertility

; —— control as the major on-the-ground management strategy. The Restore
Keepmg HOI'SGS Wi Id Our American Mustangs Act, which we’ve worked to draft, would amend
We are fighting the Bureau of the Wild and Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act and do just that. In
Land Management’s Efforts to 2021, we announced our partnership with actress Katherine Heigl on the
Depopulate Wild Horses and issue here, and we sent a letter to the president from more than 90 groups,
Burros in the West. businesses, and horse rescues and more than 1,100 individuals calling for
a moratorium on wild horse and burro roundups. We also staged a rally
for the Onaqui wild horse herd in Utah with Heigl on July 2 in Salt Lake
City. We’ll be rolling out the national legislation in 2022.

.-.J :_.... ]
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR 2021

Total income for Animal Wellness Action in 2021 was approximately
$1,187,000, and expenses amounted to approximately $806,000, resulting
in a net income of approximately $381,000. The organization is supported
by a number of volunteers who receive no pay, and even many of the the
paid staff take minimal pay. As a result, expenses related to fundraising and
administration accounted for only 15% of the total, with 85% of spending
available for programs. In addition to the giving to AWA, donors also gave
$158,000 to AWA Political Action Committee, which supports candidates
who aare helping animals. AWA PAC is a non-partisan organization, sup-
porting lawmakers based solely on their friendliness to animals and not
based on political party of affiliation. (Unaudited).

animal wellness action - annual report 2021



Get educated on
animal issues

Vote with your
conscience

Campaign for
compassion

Urge proper
enforcement of
animal welfare
laws

Educate others

animal wellness action

WAYS YOU CAN HELP

Stay updated on animal welfare is-
sues with our blog, The Policy Ani-
mal. Read The Humane Economy by
founder Wayne Pacelle for a practical
roadmap on how you can use the mar-
ketplace to promote the welfare of all
living creatures.

Vote in your local, state and national
elections for candidates who support
animal welfare policies and programs.
Check if you’re registered to vote by
checking here. Or you can register to
vote here.

Seek opportunities to campaign and
support legislators, law enforcement
personnel, judges, and other candidates
for public office who support animal
welfare policies. Volunteering at their
campaign offices, door-knocking, and
phone banking are easy and productive
ways to help. First, find out which of
your lawmakers are supportive of ani-
mal welfare policies here.

Urge proper enforcement of animal
welfare laws: Laws are of limited val-
ue if not enforced so it’s everyone’s job
to encourage law enforcement agen-
cies to crack down on cruelty. And
we CAN make a difference! For any
information you have about the inhu-
mane treatment of captive, farmed or
companion animals, wildlife traffick-
ing or environmental crimes, you can
call The Environment and Natural Re-
sources Division of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice at 202-514-2701. Send
tips about the cruel spectacle of illegal
animal fighting here:
animalcrueltytips@animalwellnessac-
tion.org

Further the dialogue surrounding an-
imal welfare issues with friends and
families. Make sure the people who
care are getting the latest information
by sharing our feeds.

annual report 2021

Influence
lawmakers

Be social

©
6

Show
appreciation
for legislative
leaders

O

Eat and act with
conscience and
purpose

Take action on our Contact Congress
And don’t forget to sign our peti-
tions here. You can easily make your
voice heard by letting your local, state
and national lawmakers know you want
them to introduce new animal welfare
bills and vote for existing ones.

Keep up on the latest in animal welfare
news by following us on social media
and alerting your followers to the op-
portunities to help the animals.

O06 @

Spread the news about legislation and
legislative leaders. Write letters to the
editor, post information on social me-
dia about key legislative items. Re-
member to thank lawmakers who carry
animal protection legislation and help
lead on our issues. You can find your
lawmakers’ voting score here.

Eat more plant-based foods, reduce
food waste, minimize packaging waste,
buy cruelty-free products, and live your
life as if every choice matters. When
we live this way, we create a health-
ier planet and build a more humane
economy.

Here are some cookbooks that will help

you get started:

o The Plant Based Diet for Begin-
ners: 75 Delicious, Healthy Whole
Food Recipes

o Forks Over Knives — The Cook-
book: Over 300 Recipes for Plant-
Based Eating All Through the Year

o The Vegan Instant Pot Cookbook:
Wholesome, Indulgent Plant-
Based Recipes


https://animalwellnessaction.org/policy-animal/
https://animalwellnessaction.org/policy-animal/
https://www.amazon.com/Humane-Economy-Innovators-Enlightened-Transforming-ebook/dp/B0105V622I/
https://animalwellnessaction.org/contact-congress/
https://animalwellnessaction.org/petitions/
https://animalwellnessaction.org/scorecard#/
https://animalwellnessaction.org/scorecard#/
mailto:animalcrueltytips@animalwellnessaction.org
mailto:animalcrueltytips@animalwellnessaction.org
https://www.amazon.com/Plant-Based-Diet-Beginners-Delicious-Whole-Food-ebook/dp/B081751NS2/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?
https://www.amazon.com/Plant-Based-Diet-Beginners-Delicious-Whole-Food-ebook/dp/B081751NS2/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?
https://www.amazon.com/Plant-Based-Diet-Beginners-Delicious-Whole-Food-ebook/dp/B081751NS2/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?
https://www.amazon.com/Forks-Over-Knives-Cookbook-Plant-Based-ebook/dp/B007JN6UOG/ref=sr_1_2?
https://www.amazon.com/Forks-Over-Knives-Cookbook-Plant-Based-ebook/dp/B007JN6UOG/ref=sr_1_2?
https://www.amazon.com/Forks-Over-Knives-Cookbook-Plant-Based-ebook/dp/B007JN6UOG/ref=sr_1_2?
https://www.amazon.com/Vegan-Instant-Pot-Cookbook-Plant-Based-ebook/dp/B07L2FM9FL/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?
https://www.amazon.com/Vegan-Instant-Pot-Cookbook-Plant-Based-ebook/dp/B07L2FM9FL/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?
https://www.amazon.com/Vegan-Instant-Pot-Cookbook-Plant-Based-ebook/dp/B07L2FM9FL/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?
https://www.facebook.com/AnimalWellnessAction/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI_6FxM4hD6oS5VSUwsCnNQ
https://twitter.com/awaction_news
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=bf&trkInfo=AQEUIu7VQdKw4QAAAYGhfrpwbjv91cnVZ1owia-ge117FVVP2sZTjmFY4oSbvphQCFQIc3zR2KYwB2zdbHg5c-xr-kmBC2m09oOyTh_toYvEEw9S4VSMQANM2M3Dc4HtBGFSvAM=&original_referer=&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fanimal-wellness-action
https://www.instagram.com/animalwellnessaction/

.

animal
wellness
action

helping animals helps us all
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