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December 23, 2025

Mr. Reed Showalter
Reed Showalter for Congress
1116 Garfield Street
Oak Park, IL 60304

Dear Mr. Showalter,

On behalf of Animal Wellness Action (AWA), a national policy and political organization
seeking to enhance and advance legal protections for animals, we are writing to endorse your
campaign in the Democratic primary for Illinois’ 7" Congressional District on March 17, 2026.

The AWA Federal Policy Questionnaire is an important part of our candidate endorsement
process. As a first-time candidate for Congress, you invested time and energy to complete it and
that is one part of our multi-stage endorsement process.

In filling out our Questionnaire, you have preliminarily pledged to support and cosponsor the
FIGHT Act, the LEAD Act, the Kangaroo Protection Act, and a wide range of other pro-animal
welfare policies. This heartens us, as does your pledge to be a leader in fighting to advance
animal welfare policies in the 120th Congress. The current congressman had a strong voting
record on animal welfare and did sign important pro-animal letters but was only an intermittent
cosponsor of pro-animal legislation. I cannot recall any time where he led on a policy or funding
priority in the animal protection space.

We also had a chance to meet you and your team and discuss your campaign. Our leadership is
impressed with your energy, your strategy for success, and your willingness to take on big
corporate interests that are becoming much too powerful in influencing lawmakers to oppose
pro-animal policies at the national level. AWA wants to seek out, endorse and help candidates
just like you come to Congress willing to fight for humane, pro-animal policies that also serve to
protect the interests of family farmers, not huge corporate, foreign-owned operators like
Smithfield Farms.

Also, you talked about coming to Congress in order to push forward nascent efforts to get the
domestic pharmaceutical industry — rife with large corporate behemoths — to stop using
expensive and inaccurate animal tests for new drug products and instead use 21%-Century
strategies that will be much more predictive of the human circumstance and much less expensive
for patients. More humane and efficient R&D methods will help to bring more new drugs to the
marketplace at lower prices much more quickly. As is typically true, when we secure better
outcomes for animals, we produce better outcomes for people.

A profound and deep respect for the proper treatment of all animals is a fundamental value that
must be preserved and protected. How we treat animals, as individuals and as a society at large,
is an important metric of our country’s core values and decency. At AWA, we fully understand
that barbaric and inhumane treatment of animals is frequently entangled with other antisocial
behaviors that contribute to make our neighborhoods less safe for families and children.
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We are grateful for your leadership and strong expressions of support on a wide range of pro-
animal welfare policies. We support your campaign to win the Democratic nomination in the 7%
Congressional District of Illinois and look forward to working with you in the 120th Congress.

Sincerely,

.

Wayne Pacelle
President
Animal Wellness Action
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